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What a great month it has been for NCOA! 

Before I get into those details, I want to take this 

opportunity to wish a happy 231st birthday to our U.S. 

Coast Guard. As one of America's six armed forces, 

they are tasked with protecting the public, environment 

and the nation's economic interests in its waterways or 

international waters, the Coast Guard's origins date back to 1790. Take some time to 

thank and recognize those current and former USCG professionals in our chapters and 

communities. Thanks for what you do every day to and for being Semper Paratus.  

I’m still energized and excited following the successful execution of our annual 

conference and I hope you all are too! Those who attended had the opportunity to get 

informed by and ask questions of a panel of senior enlisted leaders including our current 

Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs (SEAC) Colon-Lopez, and 

other organizational leaders.  

Our Board of Directors, International Auxiliary, and Knights, and general 

membership all met to discuss business and vote in and welcome new leadership! 

Congratulations to our newest Board of Director members and our new Grand Knight. 

Our board also finalized and approved our new five year strategic plan and I presented 

that at our general membership meeting to favorable response. I can tell you that I 

received great feedback and insights during the many, many conversations I had with 

those who attended. And that feedback reinforced in my mind that the goals and lines of 

effort laid out in that plan are what we need to do. The plan will be released sometime 

soon.   

Finally, we all enjoyed the opportunity to network, replenish relationships, and 

reward great performance. It was great to finally put faces to names and see friends we 

had not been able to due to the impacts of COVID. The week was capped off with our 

annual Vanguard awards banquet. I was humbled to meet and spend some time with 

each of these heroes and professionals and their family members and guests. I also am 

proud to welcome them as our newest NCOA Lifetime members! It was also great to 



recognize our leading chapters, and other individual leaders. Our executive director Joe 

Terry was recognized with the “Mack” McKinney award and Tammy Sullivan received 

several awards for her contributions to our International Auxiliary and recruiting 

accomplishments! Congratulations to all our award recipients! 

I continue to receive great feedback on the energy and content of this year’s 

conference, and I’m excited to work with our executive director, front office staff, and 

other committee members to make next year’s conference even better! We will have the 

dates and location for the conference finalized soon and get the word out so we can all 

start to plan and organize.  

So, what now?! Let’s keep up the enthusiasm and momentum gained from 

gathering at our conference. As I mentioned several times during the conference, we 

need help to meet our goals and fulfill our lines of effort. Each NCOA member serves an 

active role. For some, that role is an active leadership role in a chapter or at 

headquarters. For others, that role is actively helping us achieve our recruiting goals. 

But for all of us, we have the role as an ambassador for NCOA. I need your help getting 

out and telling our story. Communicate who we are, what we do, and explain what 

membership in NCOA involves…what a member gets, what a member saves on, and 

what a member gives towards meeting our mission. We had a great conference and we 

left with great energy and wind in our sails. Keep it going! I’m proud to serve as your 

National President and look forward to the working with you to achieve our goals. I 

firmly believe that there is Strength in Unity! 


