November 2020
HAPPY VETERANS DAY!

On Veterans Day we honor all members of the Armed Forces who served this country
valiantly, and in a very big way. They served and fought to protect us, to keep our
country safe, and to preserve our way of life. Veterans are special because they leave
their families to fight for our country, for our freedom. They fight for us, their kids, their
spouses, and for the world. Veterans are special because they put all of our needs
before theirs, so we can live another day in freedom. Veterans gave their time, and
risked their lives for you and me. In some cases, they made the ultimate sacrifice.
Veterans Day should not be confused with Memorial Day. Memorial Day is a day of remembrance for those who
have died while serving our country. It's important this season, like every season, that we continue to prioritize our
Veterans and recognize them for the sacrifices they have made.

This holiday originally was called Armistice Day and was first celebrated in 1921. In 1954, President Eisenhower
changed it to Veterans Day, in honor of those who served and died from all wars.

On November 11 at 11:11 AM, 1921, the U.S. France and England each buried an unknown soldier in honor of those
who died in World War I. This began the annual Armistice Day holiday. The time and day was picked because
fighting ceased in WWIin 1918 on November 11 at 11:11. In keeping with this tradition, work stops on this day and
time each year for a moment of silence.

At 11 AM on Nov. 11 at the “Tomb of the Unknowns.” a color guard consisting of members of every branch of the
military renders honors to America's war dead at the Tomb of the Unknowns. The president or a representative
places a wreath at the tomb, and a bugler sounds taps.

Every day is a good day to thank a veteran for their service, and “Happy Veterans Day” is perfectly acceptable as a
salutation. You can say “Thank you for your sacrifices, for your valor, and for all the things you do to protect us and
defend. Thank you to all our veterans for your courage, strength and dedication to keeping us safe. Growing up in a
military family and as a retired veteran, | know the sacrifice that countless men and women have made.

Veterans in veterans homes would love to receive a special ‘treat’ from you during this time. Maybe that looks like
sending a 'thinking of you' card or maybe a fun little ‘sweet’ care package. Whatever that may look like to you, one
thing is for certain, a veteran would love to hear from you during this holiday season. If your veterans’ homes are
allowing visits, please consider doing just that! Especially now around the holidays. Sometimes it's the only contact
these veterans have with the outside world as many have no family or friends left.

Reach out to a Veteran on this holiday and bring a smile to their face. Go to ‘National Care Planning Council’ for a
list of State Veterans Nursing Homes if you don’t know where your state homes are located.

While it goes without saying that our Veterans appreciate mail on Veterans Day, they most certainly appreciate
cards, letters, packages, and visits on the other holidays too. As always, our Veterans deserve to be thought of and
reached out to throughout the year.

Along with those veterans, each day courageous individuals step forward to help care for family members in need,
their quiet acts of selflessness and sacrifice telling a story of love and devotion. Across our country, parents and



children, siblings and spouses, friends and neighbors heroically give of themselves to support those in their lives
affected by illness, injury, or disability. During National Family Caregivers Month, we salute the people who play
difficult and exhausting roles, and we recommit to lifting up these Americans as they care for their loved ones while
protecting their dignity and individuality.

Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Pearl Harbor Day, Hanukah, Christmas, and New Year's Eve offer opportunities for
each of us to remember and celebrate. Your KST staff and | wish each of you and your families a very happy holiday
season. For those in the gift giving mood — a one-year membership to the Non Commissioned Officers Association is
cost-effective and should be appreciated by the recipient, and will help our Great Association grow. All of us were
new members at one time or another. Many might have joined sooner or learned more about NCOA if influenced by a
friend or family member. Now is the time for all good Knights to come to the aid of their Association.

| renew my challenge to each Knight to increase awareness and membership in the Knights of the Square Table.
Additionally, | challenge every Knight to recruit a minimum of one new member into NCOA and mentor those
individuals to insure the steps to Knighthood are accomplished. This will not only increase our numbers but will
increase awareness and membership in the Non Commissioned Officers Association of the United States of America.

Reminder - In order for the Knights of the Square Table to grow, petitions for Knighthood are necessary. Now is the
time to be assisting prospective Knights with this administrative task.

Stay safe my fellow NCOA members.

Strength in Unity!
The Voice of the Enlisted

Lady Sunny Wirth
Grand Knight



