February 2021

With a new year ahead of us thoughts and efforts sometimes turn toward renewing
commitments. While many of us joined our Great Association for the benefits, most
eventually learned that membership carries a responsibility. The extremely important
task of increasing membership is well known. When membership increases our
“Strength in Unity” becomes a little stronger. The stronger our organization becomes the
more benefits we will be able to offer. | urge you to renew your commitment to the Non
Commissioned Officers Association by recruiting at least one more member today.

Each summer our membership meets to discuss issues that are important to the wellbeing of all US soldiers, sailors,
airmen, marines, and guardians. Our National Capital Office is tasked with delivering those thoughts into the hearts,
minds, and souls of our nation’s leaders. Often, we are each asked to personally contact our representatives about
an important issue. NCOA has made it easier than ever to do this. NCOA is a strong voice on Capitol Hill and with
the Veterans Administration. By becoming an NCOA Advocate, you will receive our weekly Legislative Newsletter
and any advocacy campaigns that NCOA initiates on Capitol Hill. If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Legislative Committee contact Lady Tina Kish at NCOA HQ.

Many of us can remember when the Non Commissioned Officers Association had about four times as many
members as we do today. The Knights of the Square Table’s active membership was also significantly higher. We
cannot go back to that time however we can improve our current situation. It can be accomplished in the same
manner as back in “The Good Old Days”, i.e., recruit one more member. Our Association (and our Order) becomes a
little stronger each time one more person joins us. Right now, NCOA has a Membership campaign going on — when
you sign up a new member your name will be entered in a drawing for one of three incentive prizes. You can mail
applications to NCOA, 9330 Corporate Dr., Ste. 708, Selma, TX 78154 (name of sponsor must be on the application
along with code E1R1 2020) or for applications online contact NCOA HQ. You will receive an entry for each member
you sign up. All applications must be postmarked by 1 July 2020 to qualify.

Reminder - In order for the Knights of the Square Table to grow, petitions for Knighthood are necessary. Now is the
time to be assisting prospective Knights with this administrative task.

The Knights of the Square Table Petition form (October 24, 2017) can be obtained from most knights, headquarters
(NCOAUSA.ORG, MEMBERSHIP AREA, NCOA KNIGHTS, bottom left hand corner), or your Knights Executive
Council. The Petition for Girding form (May 19, 2014) is also available. These two forms are easily identified by the
revision date that is printed in the lower left corner of the last page. They replace all other previous similar forms.
Please send the necessary documentation to: Knights of the Square Table, 9330 Corporate Drive, Suite 708,
Selma, TX 78154. All Petitions must be received prior to 20 April 2021 in order to be considered for Knighthood or
elevation during our next Knights Assembly. Concerns and/or improvement suggestions about the process, the
submission deadline, the form(s), or the requirements should be communicated directly to the Grand Knight.

In addition to filling out the applications, it is your responsibility to help develop worthy leaders, similar to your
responsibility while on active or reserve duty. If a member shows interest in NCOA and shows leadership skills, help,
and encourage them to qualify as a Rat or Loretta. Once at that level, the next move is to become a Knight. The
foundation of the Knights of the Square Table is resting on an active and engaged membership.

In 2020 the Knights of the Square Table received only one KST petition and just two for girding to Order of the
Sword. | am disappointed that our Knights membership was unable to identify more candidates. Several more



Knights could have been selected for Order of the Sword if more petitions had been received. And as always there
are no limits to how many new Knights we can accept.

Since there was only one KST petition and two Order of the Sword petitions, we were only able to elevate one Order
of Excalibur in 2020. | personally studied every petition and can honestly say that there were other well qualified
members that were eligible to hold the uppermost level of Knighthood — Order of Excalibur. Several qualified
petitioners and those that nominated them are undoubtedly disappointed. While answering the understandable
question of, “What does it take to be selected for the Order of Excalibur”, it is impossible not to continue to dwell on
the obvious. As more worthy individuals are recruited into the Non Commissioned Officers Association, the pool of
potentially worthy Knights increases. As the total Knight Membership increases so does the number of Knights that
can be elevated to the Order of the Sword and to the Order of Excalibur. Simply put — more members are needed in
our Association and our Order.

Did you know? VA provides benefits to Blue Water Navy Veterans who served as far as 12 nautical miles from the
shore of the Republic of Vietnam or in the Korean Demilitarized Zone and who have health conditions associated
with herbicide exposure, such as Agent Orange. Blue Water Navy Veterans who served aboard ships in the open
waters off the coast of Vietnam during the Vietnam War are now presumed to be exposed to Agent Orange. If the VA
denied your claim in the past, you can file a new claim based on Public Law 116-23.

February is the month we recognize as American Heart Month. Friday, February 5 is National

Wear Red Day, share the message, prioritize your health, and WEAR RED. One in three women who will have a
cardiovascular disease will die from it. Nearly 80% of cardiac events can be prevented, cardiovascular diseases
continue to be a women’s greatest health threat. Make a commitment to stand together, grab a friend or family
member and make a Go Red Healthy Behavior Commitment today.

President's Day is a day set aside to honor all of the U.S. presidents. We often think of two great presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln when we celebrate this holiday, as it falls by design between their birthdays. More
and more of us, look at this day as a tribute to each and every person who has ever served in the office of the
President of the United States of America. It is a national holiday, while Federal employees, the post office, and
banks have the day off, most businesses and industry do not recognize it as a paid holiday.

Stay safe my fellow NCOA members.

Strength in Unity
The Voice of the Enlisted

Lady Sunny Wirth
Grand Knight
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